
ENT 595 TEACHING READING and LITERATURE OF THE 
HOLOCAUST/MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE 
 

June 13-24, 2016  7:30 am to 11:30 am, Mondays through Fridays, LA 235     
  

Dr. Beverly Ann Chin 
 Liberal Arts 133       
 (406) 243-2463 
 Office hours:  Mondays through Fridays, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm and by appointment 
 

Course Description and Purpose: 
 The purpose of this course is to provide teachers with knowledge, skills and abilities to 
teach reading and literature of the Holocaust/multicultural literature.  The course is designed 
for middle school and high school educators who wish to help their students grow as critical, 
creative, and empathetic readers, writers, and thinkers.  In this workshop, we will explore 
effective strategies that engage students as readers in a variety of genres.  We will learn how 
to develop lesson plans based on Echoes and Reflections.  We will integrate teaching 
strategies from two Annenberg Media video programs:  “Teaching Multicultural Literature: A 
Workshop for the Middle Grades” and “The Expanding Canon: Teaching Multicultural 
Literature in High School.”   
 
 This class is designed as a reading/writing workshop in which teachers experience and 
reflect on their own meaning-making processes.  We will investigate the current research on 
culturally responsive strategies and critical theories in literacy instruction and multicultural 
education.  Topics include reading processes, comprehension strategies, text complexity, 
literature circles, Socratic seminars, text sets, inquiry units, guiding questions, and scaffolded 
instruction.      
 
 The Montana Common Core Standards (MCSS) and Indian Education for All (IEFA) will 
be integrated throughout the course.   
 
 This course embodies the UM College of Education’s Professional Behaviors and 
Dispositions of diversity, equity, fairness, and personal integrity.  This course also embodies 
the UM College of Education’s Conceptual Framework through the 3 essential elements of 
learning communities:  Integration of Ideas, Cooperative Endeavors, and Respect for Individual 
Worth.  
  
 This course also addresses the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards--
Adolescence and Young Adulthood/English Language Arts Standards. 
 
 
 
 
 



Learning Outcomes: 
 
Teachers will learn effective strategies for teaching reading to middle and high school 
students. 
 
Teachers will learn research-based strategies for using literary texts, primary and secondary 
sources, and multimedia resources to teach about the Holocaust and its relevance to 
contemporary society.  
 
Teachers will learn how to design inquiry units/lesson plans that incorporate guiding questions 
and multicultural text sets related to issues of social justice and cultural diversity.  
 
Teachers will learn culturally-responsive strategies that engage students in critical thinking, 
personal reflection, and appreciation for the narratives and experiences of others.  
 
Teachers will learn how to integrate Montana Common Core Standards and Indian Education 
for All into their instructional strategies and curriculum units. 
 

Requirements and Assignments: 
1. Regular attendance and active participation in the workshop.  Excessive absences are 

considered in the final grade. 
 

2. Completion of homework and daily assignments. 
 

3. Completion of major assignments:   
 

a. --Unit of lesson plans designed to help students improve their reading of 
multicultural literature and/or literature of the Holocaust.  Throughout the course, 
you will read about and experience effective strategies for helping your students 
grow as critical, empathetic readers.  Your inquiry unit will show how you adapt 
and apply these strategies with your students. You will have opportunities to 
share and revise drafts of your lessons with classmates.  

 
b. --Teaching presentation that demonstrates your ability to teach reading of 

multicultural literature/literature of the Holocaust.  You will select one of the 
above written lesson plans to teach to the class.  After your teaching, you will 
write an individual, confidential self-assessment of your teaching presentation 
and the development of your unit. 

 
4. Final synthesis paper and course evaluation 

 

Additional expectation: 
 
All undergraduate and graduate students in the English Teaching Program are expected to 
have active membership in National Council of Teachers of English and/or its state affiliate, 



Montana Association of Teachers of English Language Arts. 

Grading Criteria: 
Your course grade will be determined in the following way:   
 
Written unit on teaching reading and Holocaust/multicultural literature 25% 
Teaching presentation and written reflection on unit    25% 
Homework, daily assignments, final synthesis paper    25% 
Class participation, attendance       25% 
** Late homework/daily assignments and major assignments may be penalized.  Plagiarism 
results in an automatic F in the course. 
 
Course Grading Scale: 
 
100%--93%  A   79% - 77%  C+ 
92% - 90%  A-   76% - 73%  C 
89% - 87%  B+   72% - 70%  C- 
86% - 83%  B   69% - 60%  D 
82% - 80%  B-   59% - 0  F 
 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University.  All students 
need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code, available at  
<http://umt.edu/vpsa/policies/student_conduct.php> 

Accommodations for Students with disabilities: 
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between 
students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students. If you think you may 
have a disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already 
registered with Disability Services, please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 
154 or 406.243.2243. I will work with you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate 
modification. 

 

Course Texts:   
Echoes and Reflections published by Anti-Defamation League, USC Shoah Foundation 
 Institute, and Yad Vashem, 2015.  This curriculum is complimentary to teachers in this 
 course, thanks to the generosity of the Anti-Defamation League. 
 
Teaching Multicultural Literature: A Workshop for the Middle Grades, produced by 
 Annenberg Media, 2005.   <http://www.learner.org/workshops/tml> 
 Beverly Ann Chin served as Editorial Director/Lead Content Advisor for this program. 
 
The Expanding Canon: Teaching Multicultural Literature in High School, produced by 
 Annenberg Media, 2003.   <http://www.learner.org/resources/series178.html> 

http://www.learner.org/workshops/tml
http://www.learner.org/resources/series178.html


 Beverly Ann Chin served as Scholar/Educator for this program. 
When Kids Can’t Read, What Teachers Can Do by Kylene Beers (Heinemann, 2003) 
 
Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow by Susan Campbell Bartoletti (Scholastic, 2005) 
 
I Have Lived A Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust by Livia Bitton-Jackson (Simon 
 & Schuster, 1999) 
 
We Are Witnesses: 5 Diaries Of Teenagers Who Died in the Holocaust by Jacob Boas (Square 
 Fish, 2009) 
 
So Far from the Bamboo Grove by Yoko Kawashima Watkins (Harper Collins, 2008) 
 
Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi (Random House, 1992) 
 

Choose One of the Following Texts: 
Breaking Boundaries with Global Literature: Celebrating Diversity in K-12 Classrooms, edited 
 by Nancy Hadaway and Marian McKenna (International Reading Association, 2005) 
 
Teaching for Joy and Justice: Re-Imagining the Language Arts Classroom by Linda 
 Christensen (Rethinking Schools, 2009) 
 

Other Course Resources:  
Echoes and Reflections   <www.EchoesandReflections.org> 
The Holocaust Historical Museum  <www.YadVashem.org/museum> 
US Holocaust Memorial Museum  <www.ushmm.org> 
IWitness (USC Shoah Foundation) <iwitness.usc.edu> 
Anti-Defamation League  <www.adl.org> 
Teaching Tolerance  <www.tolerance.org> 
The Anne Frank House <www.annefrank.org/en/Museum> 
Facing History and Ourselves     <https://www.facinghistory.org> 
Montana Common Core Standards  <www.opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/montCAS/MCCS/index.php> 
Indian Education for All  <http://opi.mt.gov/programs/indianed/index.html> 
National Council of Teachers of English  <www.ncte.org> 
Montana Association of Teachers of English Language Arts   <http://www.matelamt.com> 

http://www.yadvashem.org/museum
http://www.adl.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/
http://www.annefrank.org/en/Museum
http://www.ncte.org/

